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separated from one another, she was delivered from that death.    Hence
the name of St Catherine's wheel.

The learned Joseph Assemani thinks that all the account we have of
the particulars relating to this saint, upon which we can depend, is what
we meet with in Eusebius, though that historian mentions not her name.
His relation is as follows:1   " There was a certain woman, a Christian,
and the richest and most noble of all the ladies of Alexandria, who, when
the rest suffered themselves to be deflowered by the tyrant (Maximin),
resisted and vanquished his unbounded and worse then beastly lust.   This
lady was most illustrious for her high birth and great wealth; and likewise
for her singular learning:  but she preferred her virtue and her chastity to
all worldly advantages.    The tyrant, having in vain made several assaults
upon her virtue, would not behead her, seeing her ready to die, but stripped
her of all her estates and goods and sent her into banishment."    Maximin,
not long after, declared war against Licinius, and after several engagements,
was at length defeated by him in 313.    Having lost his empire after a
reign of five years, he fled to Tarsus, and there died in extreme misery.
The body of St Catherine was discovered by the Christians in Egypt about
the eighth century, when they groaned under the yoke of the Saracens.
It was soon after translated to the great monastery on the top of Mount
Sinai in Arabia, built by St Helen, and sumptuously enlarged and beautified
by the Emperor Justinian, as several old inscriptions and pictures in Mosaic
work in that place testify.   Falconius, Archbishop of San-Severina, speaks
of this translation as follows:  " As to what is said, that the body of this
saint was conveyed by angels to Mount Sinai, the meaning is that it was
carried by the monks of Sinai to their monastery, that they might devoutly
enrich their dwelling with such a treasure.   It is well known that the name
of an angelical habit was often used for a monastic habit, and that monks,
on account of their heavenly purity and functions, were anciently called
4 Angels.' "    From that time we find more frequent mention made of the
festival and relics of St Catherine.    St Paul of Latra kept her feast with
extraordinary solemnity and devotion.   In the eleventh age Simeon, a monk
of Sinai, coming to Rouen to receive an annual alms of Richard, Duke of
Normandy, brought with him some of her relics, which he left there.   The
principal part of the mortal remains of this saint is still kept in a marble
chest in the church of this monastery on Mount Sinai, described by
Dr Richard Pocock.

From this martyr's uncommon erudition, and the extraordinary spirit
of piety by which she sanctified her learning and the use she made of it,
she is chosen in the schools the patroness and model of Christian philo-
sophers. Learning is, next to virtue, the most noble ornament and the

1 Eus. Hist. lib. viii. c. 14, p. 400, ed. Cantabr. anno 1720.